
 
 
World hop acreage decreased by 45% from 1991 through 2003, largely due to increases 
in yield per acre and percentage of alpha acids in varieties grown.  Despite the drop in 
acreage, alpha acid production has been adequate to meet industrial brewers needs. 
 
Aroma varieties, on the other hand, have slipped even as a percentage of the dramatically 
decreased acreage, yet aroma hops have not seen increased yields per acre, nor has their 
oil composition or processed form changed to reduce volumes needed in brewing. 
 

 


